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April 5, 2019 

 

 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members  

 

Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members:  

 

Next meeting: Council meeting, April 8, 7:00 PM 

 

The following report has been prepared to provide you with an update on current issues or projects 

in progress:  

 

Utility Rate Study 

Each year the city of Plainwell conducts a survey of water and sewer rates for 50 communities that 

they consider similar to their system. The City of Dowagiac is included in their survey so they have 

shared the results with us. This survey shows that Dowagiac’s combined water and sewer bills are 

28th on the list and $7.34 below the average of the 50 communities in the survey.  

 

Department of Public Service Director Chad Tyrakowski reports on projects across the city.  

Crews were very busy with water valves this week.  A valve box at the former Precision building, 

that we had trouble locating in an emergency situation over the winter, was raised back to ground 

level.  Problematic valves for the library irrigation system and a service on Clyborn were replaced, 

and a leaking valve at Clark/Grey repaired.   

 

The grounds crew continues work on the planting beds, and has started prepping the Rotary Softball 

Field.  The crew has also had many foundation placement requests coming-in from burials over the 

winter.  Brush pick-up continues as time allows.  A-1 Tree Service is down to the last 5 trees on the 

removal package, has ground all other stumps, and is restoring impacted areas.  The MDOT 

contractor has finished removing their trees; however, they have some follow-up to address clean-

up and repairs to sidewalks damaged in the process.   
 

The Act 51 Annual Street Map Certification was completed and submitted.  F&V completed and 

submitted the Pollutant Minimization Program (PMP), and the Michigan Industrial Pretreatment 

Program (IPP) annual reports.  Mitch and Wightman attended the SLAUA (Sister Lakes Area 

Utilities Authority) meeting to discuss progress and equipment related to their SAW Grant.  

Electrical training, for the year, has been coordinated with trainer Ron Cook. 
 

We are particularly busy with MISS Digs due to the many spring projects underway, the largest of 

which are the MDOT highway projects, and a 25-mile SEMCO expansion project around the 

Cass/Vandalia area.  The results from the environmental studies at 320/322 S. Front showed some 

asbestos, as anticipated; so, we are in the process of quoting removal.  After reaching out, we 

received bids from Republic and Waste Management, giving us two pricing/date alternatives for 

Spring Clean-Up (TBD). 

 



 

Public Safety Director Steven L Grinnewald, reports the Dowagiac Fire Department assisted       

the Michigan State University Wildlife Management program, this week. Crews assisted with          

a controlled burn of a large field on the southwest side of the Southwestern Michigan College 

campus. 

 

The MSU group requested assistance from the fire department to burn the location for educational 

purposes and the fire department saw an excellent opportunity to train on grass/wildland 

firefighting.  Firefighters did a great job of containing the fire and gained valuable experience in 

the process.  Thank you to SMC for a great opportunity! 

 

     
 

Greater Chamber of Commerce will host the Annual Easter Eggsravaganza at City Hall Park, 

tomorrow, April 6.  Activities begin at 10:30 with the arrival of the Easter Bunny.  Families can 

enjoy games, cookie decorating, and a costume contest before the egg hunt kicks-off at noon.  

A rain date has been set for Saturday, April 20. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Kevin Anderson, City Manager 


